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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

Madeline Snow, DSHW, Boston Office 

Steve Johnson, DSHW, Northeast Region Sc;}­
David Chapman, Senior Sanitary Engineer 

SOUTH BOSTON (BOSTON) - South Bay Incinerator 

June 10, 1986 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This memorandum is the narrative cover sheet of a Preliminary Assessment of 
the South Bay Incinerator in South Boston (Boston), Massachusetts. It provides 
background information about the site and describes its environmental setting. 

SITE HISTORY 

The site is located at the intersection of Bay Avenue and Cumming Street in 
South Boston adjacent to the Southeast Expressway. It is 3.36 acres in size·. 

According to Robert Mehegan, Executive Secretary of the City of Boston 
Department of Public Works, the site is filled land. It was formerly a tidal marsh. 
It wa,; filled and used as a rail yard by the New York; New Haven, and Hartford 
Railroad. 

The City of Boston took two parcels by eminent domain from the railroad in 
1955. One pa,·cel 91,110 square feet in area, was taken on January 20, 1955. The 
other, 30,711 square feet in area, was taken on November 18, 1955. 

A"third parcel of land was aquired by the city in 1968. It is 26,119 square 
feet in area. It was transferred from the state DPW to the City of Boston on 
May 8, 1968. 

From 1959-1975 the city operated an incinerator at the property. It was designed 
by Metcalf & Eddy and built from 1957-1959. :,The incinerator had a capacity of 
800-900 tons of refuse per d;iy. It was closed by court order in August 1975. 
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I The incinerator handled part of Boston's refuse. According to a Stone and
Webster report, the city generated 1400 tons of trash per day in 1971. Half of
this went to the Gardner Street Sanitary Landfill, half to the incinerator. Of the
refuse generated in the city, half was collected by city-contract collectors from
households and half was from commercial/industrial sources.

1  According to Robert Mehegan, the soil profile at the site is fill over clay

over bedrock. There is 5-50, of fill there. Piles supporting the incinerator building
are 150' long.

NDESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS

The DEQE file shows a record of one incident at the site. In October
1982, the DEQE responded to a dumpster fire at the facility. The dumpster contained
40 fiber and metal drums. One was labeled 1-N-Methylaminoanthraquinone. It had
eriginated from the- company. BenzenoidOrganic Ind. in North Bellingham; a
company which went out of business.

There have been a number of possible contamination sources at the site.
During filling, contaminated material may have been brought to the site. The
railroad, in the time it operated the site as a train yard, may have added contamina-
tion due to spillage. Liquids may have spilled at the site during incinerator
operations, and incidents after the incinerator closed may have added to contamina-
tion on site. Possibly affected media at the site include soil and ground water. The
ground water is not used as a source of drinking water; the area's supply is the MWRA.

NJ POSSIBLE AFFECTED POPULATION AND RESOURCES

The South Bay Incinerator is located next to the southeast expressway in
an industrial/commercial zoned part of Boston. There are no drinking water supplies
in the area, and no other sensitive receptors in the immediate vicinity of the site.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The priority for a inspection at this site is low based upon the lack of
sensitive receptors and the lack of a documented release at the site. However,
since some type of release of hazardous materials may have occurred, a site
inspection should be conducted as priorities permit.
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